
 
Year 6 Project Medium Term Learning Journey 

Summer 2021 

Project title Kings and Kingdoms Educational visits/visitors  

Key vocabulary D&T: running stitch, back stitch, seam allowance 

 

Art: print, layering, fractals, repetition  

Key vocabulary 

 

History: Benin city, Nigeria, Oba, Edo, Eweka, Ogiso, Ife, Ogodo, Esagho, Ohen, 

reincarnation, animist, engraving, carving, oral tradition 

 

Geography:  

Focus 

artists/designer/historian/geographer 

Ron Eglash Links with other subjects Maths 

 

Week 1 

24th May 

Outcomes  Monday Tuesday 

 

Wednesday 

 

Thursday Friday 

D&T 
 Observe 

 Design 

 Create 

 Evaluate 

 

Technique: 

Textiles 

 

Outcome: 

Stitch a 

cushion 

cover 

 

     

Art & Design 
 Observe 

 Design 

 Create 

 Evaluate 

 

Technique: 

Print 

 

Outcome: 

Design and 

decorate a 

cushion 

cover 

 

Fractals – what are fractals? Where do 

we see them and how do they work? 

 

Experiment with different types of fractals 

- Sierpinski triangle and Koch snowflake 

 

How do fractals relate of the Kingdom of 

Benin? 

Designing our own patterns inspired by 

African prints. 

 

Use the ideas of fractals and African art 

to inspire our own designs. Think carefully 

about how they will be printed.  

 Design the printing plates that we will 

need to create our patterns.  

 

Cut the plates. 

 

Using the printing plates, print our designs 

onto the cushions.  

Geography  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

History To study the 

Kingdom of 

Benin and 

how their 

religion, 

society, 

beliefs and 

attitudes 

differ from 

those of 

ancient 

Britain.  

 

Introduction to the Kingdom of Benin – 

Where is it located?  

When did the kingdom begin and end?  

Where does it fit into our understanding of 

a historical timeline?  

What was happening in Britain during this 

time?  

 

Create a timeline of events in Benin and 

Britain. 

What was life like in the Kingdom of 

Benin?  

How was life different for different people 

in the kingdom? What was it like to live in 

Benin city compared to a town or village? 

How was this similar or different to people 

in Britain? 

 

Create an information leaflet about life in 

Benin.  

Religion in the Kingdom of Benin – What 

did the people of Benin believe? How did 

this effect the way they lived?  

 

Create a dramatised version of the 

Yoruba creation story.  

 

What did the Benin people believe about 

death? 

 

Draw a statue of the head of an Oba to 

be displayed in our Benin exhibition. 

How is history passed on? 

 

Consider how history is recorded and the 

difference between primary and 

secondary sources. How has Africa’s oral 

tradition affected the stories that are 

passed on? 

 

Role play and story board the story of 

Eweka.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Week 2 

28th June 

Outcomes Monday Tuesday 

 

Wednesday 

 

Thursday Friday 

D&T 
 Observe 

 Design 

 Create 

 Evaluate 

 

Technique: 

Textiles 

 

Outcome: 

Stitch a 

cushion 

cover 

  Stitching 

 

What are some of the different stitches? 

What are they used for? 

 

Experiment with some different 

techniques. 

Measure, cut and stitch a cushion cover. 

Make appropriate allowances for the 

seam. Include a fold for the close of the 

cushion.  

Evaluation – how effective was the 

chosen stitching technique?  

Art & Design 
 Observe 

 Design 

 Create 

 Evaluate 

 

Technique: 

Print 

 

 

Outcome: 

Design and 

decorate a 

cushion 

cover 

 

     

Geography  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

History To study the 

Kingdom of 

Benin and 

how their 

religion, 

society, 

beliefs and 

attitudes 

differ from 

those of 

ancient 

Britain.  

 

 

Benin Art – How important was art to the 

people of Benin? What does it show us 

about the Kingdom? 

 

Explore the European attitude towards 

Benin art and how the art made it’s way 

into museums. 

 

Debate whether the Benin bronzes should 

be returned to the African people or 

remain at the British Museum. 

Benin Exhibition – Gather information 

about different Benin artefacts. What 

makes them important? What do they tell 

us about the Kingdom of Benin.  

 

 

Research artefacts and make an exhibit 

to be displayed in our own Benin 

Exhibition.  

Benin Exhibition –  

 

Take a tour around our exhibition.  

 

Make a poster/flyer to advertise our 

exhibition to the public.   

 How and why did the Kingdom of Benin 

end? 

 

Who was responsible for the end of the 

Kingdom of Benin? How were the British 

involved? What happened after? 

 

 

 

 


